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Hannah receives award

Advocate of the Decade
By Linda Smith

Columbus:John Hannah of
Urbana is known to many
across the state as a dedicatec
advocate for people with
developmental disabilities. On
September 16, he was honore(
for his deep commitment to
helping people with disabilities
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People First of Ohio.

L-R: Than Johnson; Mark Davis,
Executive Director of OPRA; John
Hannah and Monte Kerr, Superintendent
of Belmont Co. Board of MR/DD. Seated:
Deb McCuin, former advocacy director for
CRSI and Kathy Rader.

Hannah is an individual living
with mild developmental
disability challenges. His job
and vocation is working with
others as a consumer advocate
for Champaign Residential have tried to help with these
Services, Inc. (CRSI). Hannah is barriers by sitting on State
a selfadvocate teaching others Committees, speaking to
how to be seHadvocates and legislators, local leaders or
to learn how to express their anyone who will listen and
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Hurricane heroes
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Urbana:On Sunday, Septemb
14, Ohio was hit with =
unbelievable hurricane force [T
winds from a storm that had §
devastated parts of Texas and
other southern states just day; ©
earlier. Damages caused by t
remnants of Hurricane Ike in |
Ohio are estimated at $500
million or higher, making it on¢®
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disasters according to the (/ST sesee Ly Jeninef
Columbus DispatciThe storm  the refrigerator.

knocked out electrical services

for 2.5 million customers with

winds reaching 78 mph in somgonsumers. Most of the thirty
areas. counties where CRSI provides

services experienced power
During natural disasters and outages of varying durations and
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lives are affected and their ~ duickly to bring a sense of
households disrupted like normalcy and safety to those
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is nothing too small or too I RRNB &4 A &éadzSa ®é whatthey do best...and that Pecome dark and without power
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Coke and others diet Pepsi,but ¢ @2 A OS¢
what is important is that they disabilities. The organization
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know they have a choice and a represents individuals by

voice. They must tell someone communicating with legislators,
how they feel and if they need  county boards and any other
KSt LIpé¢ group affecting the lives of self
advocates across Ohio.
Others from CRSI receiving
awards were Advocacy Director
Kathy Rader, who received
recognition for her support and
advocacy as an advisor for
People First of Ohio for the past
six years; and Than Johnson,
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According to Hannah, some of
the challenges for people with
disabilities and what they face
every day include problems
with affordable housing,
transportation, having enough
support to reach goals and just
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Mission & Philosophy Statement

CRSI 6s mission and philosophy
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximu
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value |
and choices by all individuals served.

Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality suppor
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emoti
vocational, communication and social skills according to the indivi
needs, abilities and choices.

Champaign Residential Services, Inc.






