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Freedom of choice discussion held  

Self-Advocates learn about choosing their own needs 
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Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

 A regional meeting of the Ohio 
Self-Determination Association 
(OSDA) was hosted by CRSI on 
November 20.  
 
According to Mark Bollinger, UI/
MUI specialist, self-advocates from 
Shelby and Champaign Counties 
met to discuss freedom of choice 
and how to achieve it.  
 
Led by Carolyn Shively of the 
Shelby County Board of MR/DD, 
the group participated in an 
activity involving choosing their 

/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ  ƛƴ ¦ǊōŀƴŀΩǎ !Řǳƭǘ 5ŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
enjoyed a full-course Thanksgiving meal on November 24, 
complete with turkey, all the all trimmings and a little dancing 
to work off the calories. 

Thanksgiving celebration  

 

own needs if they were to be 
stranded on a desert island. The 
exercise assisted self-advocates in 
choosing what they would need 
for survival, entertainment and 
comfort.  
 
The group also learned how to be 
active in developing their own ISP 
(Individual Service Plans).  Self-
advocates were reminded that it is 
their choice as to where and when 
to hold their ISP meeting as well as 
who may attend and what goals 
they would like to set. 

Left: John Hannah 
answers correctly and 
wins a piece of candy from 
Carolyn Shively. 

Right: Amanda 
Frederick of Shelby Co. 
listens as Shively 
explains choices. 
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CEO elected to ANCOR board  

By Linda Smith 

Where did that county get its name?  

(The last installment of CRSI counties served) 
 

Pickaway County - Founded March 1, 1810. County Seat: Circleville. 
Named for (a misspelling) the Piqua tribe, a branch of the Shawnee 
ƻǊ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿƻǊŘ άtƛǉǳŀέΦ 
 
Shelby County -  Founded April 1, 1819. County Seat: Sidney. Named 
for General Isaac Shelby, a Revolutionary War officers and Governor 
of Kentucky. 
 
Van Wert County - Founded April 1, 1820. County Seat: Van Wert. 
Named for Isaac Van Wart, captor of spy John Andre during the 
Revolutionary War. 
 
Warren County - Founded May 1, 1803. County Seat: Lebanon. 
Named for General Joseph Warren, a Revolutionary War officer. 

Mark your calendars! 

MRDD Awareness Month 
 

Statehouse Kickoff Event�t March 5, 2009 

Than Johnson, CEO of 
Champaign Residential 
Services, Inc., has 
been elected to 
serve on the ANCOR 
(American Network 
of Community 
Options and 
Resources) Board of 
Directors for an 
unprecedented re-
election, after 
rotating off the 
board in 2004. ANCOR is the 
largest national association of 
support service providers for 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities.  Johnson previously 
served on the ANCOR board for 
twelve years and is the first 
person to be re-elected after 
serving as president from 1998 
ς 2004.  He has been appointed 
the National Chair of the 
Governmental Relations 
Division. 

άLǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 
again to serve on this national 

association board. The 
opportunity to provide 
advocacy on behalf of 
citizens with 
developmental 
disabilities at the 
national level benefits 
not only CRSI but all of 
Ohio and citizens with 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 
Johnson. 

 
Johnson has also recently been 
recognized by two state 
associations in the field of 
disabilities.  PAR of Ohio and 
People First of Ohio recently 
presented Johnson with awards 
of appreciation for his support 
and advocacy in the field of 
disabilities; and his 
commitment to the success of 
each statewide organization. 

Lucky winner!  

 
Springfield: Brian Bartee (R) of 
Springfield recently won $300 in a 
grocery raffle sponsored by the Urbana 
Lions Club.  The grocery give-away is a 
fund-raising event for the club that 
raises money for various community 
services.  The gift card is good at area 
Kroger stores and will be a great help 
to Brian during the holidays. 
 

Pictured presenting the lucky winnings to Brian is Chris Fox, program 
specialist in Clark County.  Way to go, Brian! 


