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Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

Columbus: When John Hannah 
was asked to fill-in at the last 
minute during the National 
Forum on Disability Issues, he 
stepped right up to the plate. 
Hannah became part of a four 
person panel during the event 
which was held in Columbus on 
July 26. There was no advance 
notice, practice or prepared 
speech. 
 
Hannah, of Urbana, is 
Consumer Advocate for 
Champaign Residential 
Services, Inc. and is a citizen 
who has lived with the 
challenges of MR/DD 
(mental retardation and/
or developmental 
disabilities) since birth. His 
job is to advocate for 
individuals served by CRSI. 
The agency serves over 
800 individuals in 30 Ohio 
Counties. 
 
The panel was moderated by 
Judy Woodruff of the PBS News 
Hour; she has a son with Spina 
Bifida. Other panelists were 
Rebecca Hare, a little person 
who believes youth with 
disabilities need to form 
communities; and Cynthia 
Owens, a parent of an adult 
son with cerebral palsy. 
 
IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ 
ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ά! Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
equal opportunity that 
ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΣ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ƧƻƛƴέΣ 

bringing home 
the truth about 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΧƛǘ 
can happen to 
anyone; which 
brought 
applause and 
shouts of 
agreement from 
the audience. 
After the forum, 
Hannah is 
ƘŜǊŀƭŘŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ 
wonderful self-
advocate who is well-known in 
the disability community of 

Ohio. He says things right to 
the point and he did a 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƨƻō ƘŜǊŜΦέ όbŀƴŎȅ 
Beu of Beyond Us ς Families of 
Adults with Aspergers)  
 
άL ƪƴƻǿ WƻƘƴ ŦŜƭǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ 
on a national stage, in the 
middle of a political process, 
expounding common sense 
answers to enhance the 
support for citizens with 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ¢Ƙŀƴ 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ /9hΦ άΦΦΦόƘŜύ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
inspiration everyday for CRSI 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΦέ 

 
The politically-charged 
forum was attended by 
over 1,000 people, 
including 
representatives of both 
presidential candidates 
Sen. Barack Obama and 
Sen. John McCain. 

Speaking on the panel is L-R: John Hannah, 

Rebecca Hare,  Moderator Judy Woodruff of 

the PBS News-Hour  and Cynthia Owens. 

L-R:  A member of Sen. Obamaôs staff who is 

blind,  Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa, Hannah 

and CRSI staff member Mark Bollinger. 

òA disability is an 
equal opportunity that 
anybody, at any time, 
can joinó. 

John Hannah 

Hannah greets forum attendees and 

passes out programs. 
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the economic climate, current 
challenges and opportunities 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛȊŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
of attention from the federal 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Brown. (Urbana Daily Citizen, 
July 1, 2008) 
 
 Sen. Brown recently supported 
a Congressional moratorium on 
several proposed CMS 
regulations that would have a 
negative effect on the MR/DD 
system (according to a press 
release from OPRA ς the Ohio 
Provider Resource Association.) 
 
¢ƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ htw!Ωǎ tƻƭƛŎȅ 
Action Center alerts, visit the 

Sept. 8 proclaimed DSP week by U.S. Senate  

Hannah delivers Resolution to U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown 

Urbana: Never known to be 
shy, John Hannah, consumer 
advocate for CRSI, went right 
up to U.S. Senator Sherrod 
Brown (D-Ohio) and 
introduced himself. He then 
presented the Senator with a 
resolution that would 
designate the week of 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ у ŀǎ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Direct Support Professionals 
ό5{tύ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ²ŜŜƪΦέ   
 
Brown subsequently delivered 
the resolution to the Senate 
Floor as a  co-sponsor of the 
document which was originally 
authored by ANCOR for the 
senate Committee on 
Workforce Issues. The U.S. 
Senate passed Senate 

Resolution No. 613 by 
unanimous consent on July 14. 
 
Sen. Brown was in Urbana to 
meet with a group of local 
community members to discuss 

Hannah (L) introduces himself to Senator 

Brown and presents resolution. 

htw!Ω ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
www.opra.org and click on the 
graphic link to the alert center.  
Submit your contact 
information via the Action E-
[ƛƴƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά{ǘŀȅ LƴŦƻǊƳŜŘέ ŀǘ 
the bottom of the page. These 
simple steps make a difference 
ƛƴ htw!Ωǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ 
carrying messages forward to 
the national and state levels 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ htw!Ωǎ aƛǎǎȅ 
Craddock who can be 
contacted at 
mcraddock@opra.org.  

Where did that county get its 

name?  

 
Butler County - Founded May 1, 1803. County Seat: Hamilton. 
Named for General Richard Butler (1743-1791), killed in the Battle 
of Wabash. 
 
Champaign County - Founded March 1, 1805. County Seat: Urbana. 
The name is French for a plain, describing the land in the area. 
Originally part of Greene and Franklin Counties. 
 
Preble County - Founded April 1, 1820. County Seat: Eaton. Named 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Fulton heads Madison Co. program  

 
Steve Fulton has recently been named 
program administrator for the Madison 
County regional office as announced by 
Marty Fagans, chief operations officer. 
Fulton is also P.A. in Franklin County. He has 
been with CRSI since 1999.  
 

ά{ǘŜǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƛƴŜ-year CRSI veteran who has 
done a great job developing and operating 
our program in Franklin Co. and we look 

forward to improving our operations and continuing to provide 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻΦΣέ ǎŀȅǎ CŀƎŀƴǎΦ 
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Wellington sale to Vancrest finalized  

By Linda Smith 

Urbana: Nearly a year after 
Vancrest Ltd. of Van Wert, Ohio 
made a bid to purchase the 
Wellington Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center from the 
Champaign County 
Commissioners, the sale was 
finally completed on July 25.  
 
The Wellington sale was 
delayed while state mandates 
regarding building upgrades 
were being addressed. In 
February, the Ohio Dept. of 
Health issued a conditional 
variance so that Vancrest could 
go forward with the licensure 
procedure. 
 
¢ƘŜ άŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴέ ƘƛƴƎŜŘ ƻƴ I. 
125, sponsored by State 
Senator Keith Faber which 
subsequently passed, thereby 

easing certain compliance issues, 
making the final sale possible. 
 

The skilled nursing complex includes a 
wing with twenty ICF/MR beds which 

are now licensed and owned 
by CRSI. The agency made 
the bid to purchase the 
licenses in order to preserve 
the home and services for 
consumers and to preserve 
jobs  at what is now known 
as the �^�W���µ�o���>�}�(�(�]�v�P��
�Z���]�v���}�Á���t�]�v�P�_�X 
 
CRSI now leases the space 
that houses the twenty bed 
ICF/MR occupancy and 
remains committed to 
continuing the lease, 
according to CEO Than 
Johnson. 
 
Commenting on local and 
state  efforts, Johnson said, 
άhƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
Trustees of CRSI, I want to 
extend our sincere 

appreciation to the 
Champaign County 
Commissioners and to 
Prosecutor Nick Selvaggio for 
their efforts in ensuring the 
continuation of services for 
local citizens with elderly and/
or medical needs and for 
individuals with disabilities. 
 
ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ  
and the cooperation of State 
Sen. Keith Faber, Larry Long of 
the County Commissioners 
Association and Mike Toman 
of The Success Group; the 
ability to preserve services 
and over 125 jobs would have 
ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƧŜƻǇŀǊŘȅΦέ 

Standing L-R: attorney for Vancrest Steve 

Keisler, Jon Bagley of Vancrest Ltd., 

commission secretary Andrea Millice,  

prosecutor Nick Selvaggio, CRSI Board Trustee 

and former commissioner Marvin Stevens and 

attorney for the commissioners Brett Gilbert. 

Sitting L -R: Commissioners Steve Hess, Bob 

Corbett and Max Coates. 

ADA celebrates eighteen years  

On July 26, 1990, President 
George H.W. Bush signed into law 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) that significantly 
progressed equal-opportunity 
and access for more than 50 
million people living with 
disabilities, both visible and 
invisible. 
 

"Since 1990, the Department has 

technical assistance, the 
Department remains 
dedicated in its 
multifaceted and 
innovative approach to 
removing barriers to 
ensure that persons with 
disabilities can 
fully participate in 
all aspects of 
American life."  

worked vigorously under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act to 
protect and create opportunities for 
persons 
with disabilities," said Grace Chung 
Becker, Acting Assistant Attorney 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣέ ƛƴ 
a press release from the U.S. Dept. of 
WǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
program of law enforcement and 

 Access curb cuts make crossing streets easier 

for individuals using wheelchairs and mobility 

scooters in Urbana and most all communities 

across the nation, thanks to ADA. 


