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CRSl is a not-for profit provider of MR/DD and other community services,
including adult day options for consumers.

March is MR/DD
Awareness Month

CRSI, other service providers
across the nation and related
organizations celebrate
Mental Retardation/
Developmental
Disabilities (MR/
DD) Awareness
month in March
and invite you to
consider the true
meaning of this
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abilities people have,

regardless of disability.
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to bring diversity to their
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welcoming people

with disabilities into

local neighborhoods,

workplaces, houses

of worship and
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focuses on encouraging the

public to better understand
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operations officer for CRSI.
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Thi s
theme:

Statewide and across the
nation, organizations devoted
to serving individuals with
mental retardation and other
developmental disabilities
(MR/DD) are planning special
events in March to raise
public awareness ofthemany a2y i KQ> ¢S Sy O2
to learn more about the
nearly 800 individuals in
over 30 counties served by
CRSI, who have
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A success story

By Linda Smith

Note: This article
was first written in
2005 for the Alliance
for Full Partjgipation
mbaﬁigy@e LJ
printed here for MR/
DD Awareness
month entitled
0Successbé

3 Ohio Department of
P Mental Retardation & Developmental Dissbilities

John Hannah is in
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unique. He is a
consumer living
.. with disabilities
S Wkl Srir
time as a consumer advocate
to help others with dlsabllmes
mak theﬂ &I\}H‘Hﬁ§ ge§ and'?l
5&)Iﬁtigns. He has been

employed by Champaign

Hannah delivers a speech during the opening
ceremonies of MR/DD Awareness Month held in
w{ E:olumbus at the Statehouse in 2002.

communicate with consumers,
_their families, guardians and
€others and report information

regarding consumer

satisfaction regarding CRSI staff

and services.

G5dz2NAy 3 Wawk 55 QResigentiniSgn&egsalnc. (CRSI)He serves as an advocate on

sipqe 1995. LIS 2 L) S behalf of all consumers and
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agency is to interview and
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See SUCCESS

see a man with mental
retardation working at
your local supermarket,
see the man, not the
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*" During March MR/DD
Awareness Month, get
acquainted with someone
who has a developmental
RA&GIOAT AR D |
.«J.b* everyone has something

L o offer.

“I may have a developmental disability,
but | can vote, | can volunteer, | can work,
and | can be a friend."

Focus orwhat people can do!
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Mission & Philosophy Statement

CRSI 6s mission and philosophy
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximui

of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value li
and choices by all individuals served.

Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support

systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotic

vocational, communication and social skills according to the indivic

needs, abilities and ch0|ce,s
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(Continued from pag#)

provides input on how CRSI
can maintain a high level of
quality services. All duties and
responsibilities are carried out
under the guidance and
assistance of Advocacy
Director Kathy Rader.

In addition, Hannal
completes reports
with assistance;
provides
continuous
supportive
relationships with
consumers; assists
with complaints;
strives to promote sz :
positive ciiie
relationships with t
staff; collaborates ‘
with staff for high
quality supports
and services;
advocates for
consumer needs,
wishes and rights;
works toward increasing
consumer understanding of
selfadvocacy and self
determination and maintains
confidentiality in accordance
with CRSI policies and

John Hannah receives
the Paul and Rosemary
Todd Community
Services Award in 2002.

on the 2008 People First of
Ohio Board where he is a
pastpresident. He is also a
pastpresident of the Arc of
Champaign County.

work in such a way as to
provide constant praise, yet
gentle discipline at the same
time if it is needed. As a voice
for selfadvocates (consumers)

He also serves on the
ODMRDD New Waiver
Reimbursement Committee

State of Ohio, his ability to
understand and suggest ways

that John Hannah is a
consumer receiving services
and an employee mentoring

committee and the
Human Rights
Committee for the
Champaign County
Board of MR/DD.
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distinguished

community
accomplishments
include being a
participant in the
first Special
Olympics held in
Chicago in 1968 and in the
International Special Olympic o |
Games in 1983 as an avid John Hannah, with Advocacy
basketball player. Director Kathy Rader accepting
the Agency Support Award at the
2004 People First of Ohio
conference.

He received the Paul and
Rosemary Todd Community

procedures. Services Award
He also in 2002 and the  4ihers who receive services.

ontes | Agency Support  Hannah is not able to read or
ﬁ]?g;ﬁgaaﬁz n Award from write. His special adaptive

When doors open - People Firstof  computer equipment, provided
external o | WE succesd. Ohio in 2004. by CRSI, helps him to
| weww. publicimagesnetwor w.org ' . .
organizations. March is MRIDD Awareness Month GaN®» ||y yfﬁWnICptb% ?Ot Onl)éiv':lkllthm
he prefersnot Stgtggency ut around the

UPDATE: In 2008{annah is to be called, is a remarkable 3 . “
vice president of the ARC of communicator for individuals 9 ¢ Kty W2 Kyaz2y

Ohio, and serves on the Ohio

gave me the opportunity to use

with or without disabilities PKS 3IATOA L OKE

served by CRSI and across the
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People First R L
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planning Consumer Advocacy Program is

CRS! Is a not-for profit provider of MRIDD and other community services,

Inchuding aduk day opions for consumers.

7 for impravement is truly Al &3 1t ' K 2°F
ukKs c d%égﬁ@ag‘@@ blessing beyond took me away fr)cfn{work at

the cemetery and helped me
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My abilities. Along the way |
have been encouraged by

many, supported no matter
what, have met friends | may
never have known and

learned to stand up for what

| believe ing even if others
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The best part of my day is

going to work and showing
people that it is not about
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