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Note: This article 
was first written in 
2005 for the Alliance 
for Full Participation 
and is partially re-
printed here for MR/
DD Awareness 
month entitled 
òSuccessó . 
 

John Hannah is in 
ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘΧ
unique. He is a 
consumer living 
with disabilities 
working full-
time as a consumer advocate 
to help others with disabilities 
make their own choices and 
find solutions. He has been 
employed by Champaign 
Residential Services, Inc. (CRSI) 
since 1995. 
 
IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
agency is to interview and 

CRSI, other service providers 
across the nation and related 
organizations celebrate 
Mental Retardation/ 
Developmental 
Disabilities (MR/
DD) Awareness 
month in March 
and invite you to 
consider the true 
meaning of this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ ά{ǳŎŎŜǎǎΗέ 
 

Statewide and across the 
nation, organizations devoted 
to serving individuals with 
mental retardation and other 
developmental disabilities 
(MR/DD) are planning special 
events in March to raise 
public awareness of the many 

communicate with consumers, 
their families, guardians and 
others and report information 
regarding consumer 
satisfaction regarding CRSI staff 
and services.  
He serves as an advocate on 
behalf of all consumers and 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

See SUCCESS 

 

March is MR/DD 
Awareness Month  

Hannah delivers a speech during the opening 

ceremonies of MR/DD Awareness Month held in 

Columbus at the Statehouse in 2002. 

 
 
Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

abilities people have, 
regardless of disability. 
 

ά{ǳŎŎŜǎǎΗέ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
to bring diversity to their 

communities by 
welcoming people 
with disabilities into 
local neighborhoods, 
workplaces, houses 
of worship and 

schools. 
 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ /w{L 
focuses on encouraging the 
public to better understand 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 
aŀǊǘȅ CŀƎŀƴǎΣέ ŎƘƛŜŦ 
operations officer for CRSI. 
 

ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ψawκ55Ω !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 
aƻƴǘƘΩΣ ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

to learn more about the 
nearly 800 individuals in 
over 30 counties served by 
CRSI, who have 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ CŀƎŀƴǎΦ 
άCƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ  ȅƻǳ 
see a man with mental 
retardation working at 
your local supermarket, 
see the man, not the 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ 
 

During March MR/DD 
Awareness Month, get 
acquainted with someone 
who has a developmental 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
everyone has something 
to offer. 
 

Focus on what people can do! 

This yearõs 
theme:  

 
SUCCESS! 
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ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 
wŀŘŜǊΦ  άWƻƘƴΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
work in such a way as to 
provide constant praise, yet 
gentle discipline at the same 
time if it is needed. As a voice 
for self-advocates (consumers) 
served by CRSI and across the 
State of Ohio, his ability to 
understand and suggest ways 
for improvement is truly 
amazing and a blessing beyond 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΦέ 
 

¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ /w{LΩǎ 
Consumer Advocacy Program is 
that John Hannah is a 
consumer receiving services 
and an employee mentoring 

others who receive services. 
Hannah is not able to read or 
write. His special adaptive 
computer equipment, provided 
by CRSI, helps him to 
communicate not only within 
the agency but around the 
state.  
ά¢Ƙŀƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ό/9h ƻŦ /w{Lύ 
gave me the opportunity to use 
ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎέΣ 

Self-Determination Board. He  
plans to run for a new term 
on the 2008 People First of 
Ohio Board where he is a 
past-president. He is also a 
past-president of the Arc of 
Champaign County. 
 

He also  serves on the 
ODMRDD New Waiver 
Reimbursement Committee 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
Committee, the 
People First 
conference 
planning 
committee and the 
Human Rights 
Committee for the 
Champaign County 
Board of MR/DD. 
 
IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ 
distinguished 
community 

accomplishments 
include being a 
participant in the 
first Special 
Olympics held in 

Chicago in 1968 and in the 
International Special Olympic 
Games in 1983 as an avid 
basketball player. 
 

He received the Paul and 
Rosemary Todd Community 

Services Award 
in 2002 and the 
Agency Support 
Award from 
People First of 
Ohio in 2004. 
 

άaǊΦ IŀƴƴŀƘΣ ŀǎ 
he prefers not 

to be called, is a remarkable 
communicator for individuals 
with or without disabilities 

1-888 -652 -1371  

provides input on how CRSI 
can maintain a high level of 
quality services. All duties and 
responsibilities are carried out 
under the guidance and 
assistance of Advocacy 
Director Kathy Rader. 
 
In addition, Hannah 
completes reports 
with assistance; 
provides  
continuous 
supportive 
relationships with 
consumers; assists 
with complaints; 
strives to promote 
positive 
relationships with 
staff; collaborates 
with staff for high 
quality supports 
and services; 
advocates for 
consumer needs, 
wishes and rights; 
works toward increasing 
consumer understanding of 
self-advocacy and self-
determination and maintains 
confidentiality in accordance 
with CRSI policies and 
procedures. 
 
He also 
participates in 
internal and 
external 
committees and 
organizations. 
  
UPDATE: In 2008, Hannah is  
vice president of the ARC of 
Ohio, and serves on the Ohio 

Success  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

John Hannah receives 

the Paul and Rosemary 

Todd Community 

Services Award in 2002. 

John Hannah, with Advocacy 

Director Kathy Rader accepting 

the Agency Support Award at the 

2004 People First of Ohio 

conference. 

ǎŀȅǎ IŀƴƴŀƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻōΦ άIŜ 
took me away from work at 
the cemetery and helped me 
learn new things and know 
my abilities. Along the way I 
have been encouraged by 
many, supported no matter 
what, have met friends I may 
never have known and 
learned to stand up for what 
I believe in ς even if others 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦέ 
 

IŜ ŀŘŘǎΣ άL ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
The best part of my day is 
going to work and showing 
people that it is not about 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΧōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀ 
t9w{hb CLw{¢Φέ 


