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Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

Consumers & staff rally for MRDD awareness  

By Linda Smith 
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Columbus: Champaign 
Residential Services, Inc. (CRSI) 
Adult Day Services arrived in 
mass on March 5 at the Ohio 
Statehouse Rotunda for the 
annual opening celebration of 
MRDD Awareness Month. 
{ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άWǳǎǘ 
[ƛƪŜ ¸ƻǳέ ƭƻƎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 
lasting impression on those in 
attendance. 
 
In his welcoming speech 
declaring March as MRDD 
Awareness Month, Governor Ted 
{ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
that self advocates have 
come to Columbus -- more 
than once -- to ask that 
there be a change in the 
words agencies that serve 
people with disabilities use 
in their names. Respectful 
words are important. That 
is why I am announcing 
today that I support having the 
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aw55Ωǎ 
name changed to remove the 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ έ 
 
After the Governor delivered his 

speech declaring March as 
MRDD Awareness Month, John 
Hannah, consumer advocate 
for CRSI seized a photo 
opportunity by presenting the 
Governor with his own άWǳǎǘ 
[ƛƪŜ ¸ƻǳέ t-ǎƘƛǊǘΦ άYŜŜǇ aw55 
in your memories when 
ōŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣέ ǿŀǎ 
IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊƻƳǇǘǳ 
statement to the Governor. 
 
Hannah also serves as Vice 
President of the Arc of Ohio 
Board of Directors.  Arc, whose 
main purpose is to advocate for 

the rights of citizens with 
developmental disabilities also 
sponsored another rally and 
legislative event on March 30τ 
April 1 entitled ά¢ƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
One-¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ aŀƴȅέ.   

 

ą AAA\ §©¤¤£¦¨ {tª|¢z ¨{x b{|£ 
Wx¤t¦¨¡x¢¨ £y `eWWĈ§ ¢t¡x 
changed to remove the words 
ć¡x¢¨t  ¦x¨t¦wt¨|£¢ĈA Ć  
 

Governor Ted Strickland 

Governor Ted Strickland (right) with ODMRDD Director John Martin, preparing 
to address the more than 300 participants at the MRDD Awareness Month Kickoff 
Event as CRSI consumers look on. (Photo courtesy of ODMRDD Pipeline) 

CRSI employees posing with Governor 

Strickland with ñJust Like Youò shirt ð 

Mary Beth McDonald,  Strickland,  

Hannah, Beverly Beck and Mark 

Bollinger. 

Adult Day Services consumers and 

staff  showing off matching ñJust Like 

Youò shirts. 

April is National Autism 
Awareness Month. Ben-El 
plans open house. 

See page 3 

CRSI consumers and staff as they 

head into the Statehouse. 



 

Medication Administration  

Training  - Are you in compliance? 
 

Registration Form and Schedule available at:  
www.crsi-oh.com/promotional.htm 
 

Class Schedule:      
(Registration form must be 
submitted 3 days prior) 
 

Annual Re-Certification Classes:  

See dates for each location:  

Lima, Troy, Defiance: 12:30-2:30  
Urbana, Bellefontaine: 10:00-12:00  
 

Initial Training Classes: 
 

Apr. 21 & 22 - Urbana 
Apr. 28 & 29 - Troy 
May  5 & 7 -    Lima 
May 12 & 14 - Bellefontaine 
May 19 & 20 -  Urbana 
May 26 & 27 - Troy & Defiance 
 

Due to the possibility of schedule 
changes, all registrants should 
confirm dates and times prior to 
class day.  

 

CONTACTS: 
 
 

(Allen) 
Claudia Rode, R.N. 

419-302-8030 
 

(Defiance region) 
Judy Parrott 
419-784-0886 

 

(Logan region) 
Michelle Faulder, R.N. 

937-441-0403 
 

(Troy Region) 
Diane Taylor 
937-335-6974 

 

(Urbana/Corporate) 
Beverly Beck, R.N. 

937-508-7759 
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Johnson testifies on behalf of DSPõs 

The inadequacies of MRDD wage reimbursement rates  
By Linda Smith 

Columbus: On March 17, CEO 
Than Johnson offered 
testimony to the State Human 
Services Subcommittee of 
House Finance regarding 
House Bill 1 (the state budget 
effective July 1) and the 
inadequacies of MRDD 
waiver reimbursement 
rates which determines 
the hourly wage of 
direct support 
professionals (DSPs). 
 
In his testimony in front 
of a packed audience, 
Johnson cited wage disparities 
that have widened over the 
years between the private and 
public sectors and statistical 
increases in inflation that are 
not being met. The following 
are a few excerpts: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
Professional (DSP) is the 
backbone of the MRDD 
system. Their work on the 
frontlines is difficult and 
critical to the individuals we 
ǎŜǊǾŜΦέ 
 
άaw55 ǿŀƛǾŜǊ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ 
rates have been frozen since 
2005 and are based on 2003 
ŎƻǎǘǎΦέ 

άLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ 
premiums, minimum wage, 
energy costs, added fees and 
general costs of doing business 
have created a great deal of 
financial pressure on the 

system. The near 100% 
reliance on Medicaid 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΧƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
providers (like CRSI) are 
unable to shift any 
costs to a different 
funding stream in order 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǇŀŎŜΦέ 
 

ά!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΧǿŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
benefits of our staff have 
suffered. Due to the low rate of 
pay, there is a significant 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊΧ¢Ƙƛǎ 
is difficult on both the provider 
and the individuals being 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘΧLǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ 
consistency for our consumers 
ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭΦέ 
 
Johnson is also President of the 
OPRA Board of Directors. His 
compelling and insightful 
testimony joined those of 
OPRA President Mark Davis; 
several graduates of the Ohio 
Assoc. of Direct Support 
Professionals (OADSP) PATHS 

program; and the parent of a 
consumer who spoke about the 
importance of the ICFMR program 
to the quality of care for her 
daughter. 
 
All stakeholders can take action by 
sending messages to your state 
legislators. 

GO TO: 
www.opra.org and click on 
Ψhtw! tƻƭƛŎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩ  
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Autism on the rise: Ben -El plans open house  

Goal to form parent support system 
By Linda Smith 

April is National Autism Awareness Month  

  

Kevin Keith Adams 
April 18, 1942 - March 15, 2009 

 

Bellefontaine: YŜǾƛƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ /w{LΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 
home in 1994, He loved the color red and enjoyed music 
and was well-known for singing to himself. He also loved 
to play pranks on those around him. Kevin will be 
missed by those he left behind. 

Urbana: April is National Autism 
Awareness Month and with 
autism statistics growing and 
evidence showing environmental 
causes as well as genetics can 
contribute to the disease; there 
is more and more need for 
autism awareness on the local 
level.  
 

Autistic Spectrum Disorders 
(ASD) range from pervasive 
developmental to profound 
neurological disorders and is 
estimated to affect 1 in 150 
children according the American 
Psychiatric Association. It has 
been estimated by the Dept. of 
Education that the figure is 
growing at an astounding rate of 
10-17% per year. The Ben-El 
program alone currently has 16 

children seven and under with 
ASD in Champaign County. 
There are many more families 
living with this challenge in the 
area. 
 

Studies show that the earlier 
and more intensive treatment, 
the greater success children 
with ASD will have as they 
mainstream into regular 
classrooms. The National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS) 
recommends beginning 
interventions early with 
individualized, comprehensive 
and intensive therapies that 
have shown significant 
developmental progress in 
nearly half of children studied. 
 

Ben-El Child and Family Center 

specializes in ASD treatment 
and recognizes the challenges 
parents face every day that 
negatively impact the family 
structure. This is why Ben-El is 
holding an open house to 
celebrate April as National 
Autism Month and to provide 
free information about how 
Ben-El can help. 
The open house 
will be held on 
Monday, April 
20 from 6 - 8:30 
p.m. in the CRSI 
Community 
Room, 1150 
Scioto St. 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
activities will be 
available with 

trained staff so that parents 
can discuss services and 
options available to them. The 
goal is to build a parent 
support system. 
 

For more information contact 
Ben-El Child and Family Center 

at 937-652-4555 or go to 

www.ben-el.com. 


