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Consumers & staff rally for MRDD awareness

By Linda Smith
Columbus:Champaign speech declaring March as
Residential Services, Inc. (CRSI) MRDD Awareness Month, John
Adult Day Services arrived in Hannah, consumer advocate
mass on March 5 at the Ohio for CRSI seized a photo
Statehouse Rotunda for the opportunity by presenting the
annual opening celebration of Governor with his owidt Wdza
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lasting impression on those in I'FYyyYylKQa A YLN
attendance. statement to the Governor. d
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declaring March as MRDD President of the Arc of Ohio  Mary Beth McDonald, Strickland, NOU/

Awareness Month, Governor Ted Board of Directors. Arc, Whosé"a”nah Beverly Beck and Mark < B
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there be a change inthe o5 ngaq to remove the word
words agencies that serve ,

people with disabilities useC i x ¢t : X t :

in their names. Respectful Governor Ted Strickland |

words are important. That i

is why | am announcing — ] - . Adult Day Services consumers and
today that | support havmg the the rights of citizens with EC i staff showing off matchingi Jus t L
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name changed to remove the sponsored another rally and  head into the Statehouse.
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Mission & Philosophy Statement

CRSI 6s mission and philosophy
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximu
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value |
and choices by all individuals served.

Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality suppor
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emoti
vocational, communication and social skills according to the indivi
needs, abilities and choices.

Governor Ted Strickland (right) with ODMRDD Director John Martin, preparing
to address the more than 300 participants at the MRDD Awareness Month Kickoff 4 -
Event as CRSI consumers look on. (Photo courtesy of ODMRDB/peline) Champaign Residentisl Sarvioss; Tuk.
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Johnson testifies on behalf of

The inadequacies of MRDD wage reimbursement rates
By Linda Smith

ColumbusOn March 17, CEO 4 Ly ONB | 4S& Ay K Sdgfam:Endiny gadeNbig O S

Than Johnson offered FYR 62N1 SNEQ O2 gohdombhhdl shoke/about the  ftdatiemimismmmnn e ommny e
testimony to the State Human  premiums, minimum wage, importance of the ICFMR program -
Services Subcommittee of energy costs, added fees and  to the quality of care for her Ceres

www.opra.organd click on

House Finance regarding general costs of doing business daughter. | o
House Bill 1 (the state budget have created a great deal of Wt wl ot Zt A O_e,_
effective July 1) and the financial pressure on the All stakeholders can take action by B T

inadequacies of MRDD
waiver reimbursement
rates which determines
the hourly wage of
direct support
professionals (DSPs).

system. The near 100% sending messages to your state
reliancg on MedicaidA legislators.
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providers(like CR$lare

unable to shift any

costs to a different Medication Administration
funding stream in order

i2 188w Ly oddNing - Are you in compliance? K

Take Action Now! >

In his testimony in fron

of a packed audience, Registration Form and Schedule available at: e
Johnson cited wage dispariies @ ! & | NBa dzf { X g IWHEGSOh.cprpromotional.ntm _

that have widened over the benefits of our staff have Class Schedule: CONTACTS:
years between the private and suffered. Due to the low rate of (Registration form must be (Allen)

public sectors and statistical pay, there is a significant submitted 3 days prior) Claudia Rode, R.N.
increases in inflation thatare I Y2 dzy 4 2 F ad | F Tannihaz2Ngei@SindChddsa 4193028030

not being met. The following is difficult on both the provider = See dates for each location: : ;

o : ; ; (Defiance region)
are a few excerpts: and the individuals being Lima, Troy, Defiance: 122360 Judy Parrott
Y¢KS 5ANBOG {d Lihﬁ%l'\ls%s fo e consurmans | oo PAEINEICe] 103000 4197840886
d u ZLOQOBISENCY TOr Our CONSUMETS | |itia| Training Classes: :
Professional (DSP) is the GKFG OFy 08 KFNNYFdA & _(Logan region)
backbone of the MRDD Apr. 21 & 22Urbana Michelle Faulder, R.N.
system. Their work on the Johnson is also President of the AP 28 & 29Troy 9374410403

May 5& 7 Lima

frontlines is difficult and OPRA Board of Directors. His May 12 & 1Bellefontai (Troy Region)
critical to the individuals we compelling and insightful ay LIS Diane Taylor
g iy . L May 19 & 20Urbana
aSNIIS dp¢ testimony joined those of , 9373356974

. . May 26 & 27Troy & Defiance
' - AOPRA PreS|der1t Mqu D§1V|§, o (Urbana/Corporate)
daw55 g A@DSN Nbaveral gelhateydd tffelOhio  Due to the possibility of schedule Beverly Beck, R.N.
rates have been frozen since  Assoc. of Direct Support changes, all registrants should 9375087759
2005 and are based on 2003  Professionals (OADSP) PATHS confirm dates and times prior to
O24i4adé class day
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Your Community Bank
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Autism on the rise: Ben

-El plans open house

Goal to form parent support system

By Linda Smith

April is National Autism Awareness Month

children seven and under with
ASD in Champaign County.
There are many more families
living with this challenge in the
area.

Urbana:April is National Autism
Awareness Month and with
autism statistics growing and
evidence showing environmental
causes as well as genetics can
contribute to the disease; there
is more and more need for
autism awareness on the local
level.

Studies show that the earlier
and more intensive treatment,
the greater success children
with ASD will have as they
mainstream into regular
classrooms. The National
Academy of Sciences (NAS)
recommends beginning
interventions early with
individualized, comprehensive
and intensive therapies that
have shown significant
developmental progress in
nearly half of children studied.

Autistic Spectrum Disorders
(ASD) range from pervasive
developmental to profound
neurological disorders and is
estimated to affect 1 in 150
children according the American
Psychiatric Association. It has
been estimated by the Dept. of
Education that the figure is
growing at an astounding rate of
10-17% per year. The Bl
program alone currently has 16

Kevin Keith Adams
April 18, 1942 March 15, 2009

Bellefontaine:Y S@A Y OF YS (2 / w{LQ&
home in 1994, He loved the color red and enjoyed music
and was wetknown for singing to himself. He also loved
to play pranks on those around him. Kevin will be

missed by those he left behind.
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specializes in ASD treatment
and recognizes the challenges
parents face every day that
negatively impact the family
structure. This is why Befl is
holding an open house to
celebrate April as National
Autism Month and to provide
free information about how
BenEl can help.

The open house

will be held on

Monday, April

20 from 6- 8:30

p.m. in the CRSI

Community

Room, 1150

Scioto St.

/| KAt RNBy Qa
activities will be

trained staff so that parents
can discuss services and
options available to them. The
goal is to build a parent
support system.

For more information contact
BenEl Child and Family Center
at 9376524555 or go to

www.ben-el.com.

BenEl Child and Family Center available with
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