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Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

twenty-six years and he has 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά²ƻǊƪŜǊ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳŀǊǘŜǊέ ŦƻǊ 
the first quarter of 
2009. The longevity of 
his employment 
speaks volumes for 
his dedication and 
integrity, according to 
an announcement 
from Possitivity. 
 
 Jimmy is nominated 
by his supervisor at 

RT, Penny 
Williamson. In her 
nomination she 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άWƛƳƳȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

(Continued on page 2) 

March is MRDD awareness month  

 

"Just like You" is the theme 
for Mental Retardation  
and Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month 2009 
 
Champaign Residential Services, 
Inc. (CRSI) and other related 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ Ψaw55 
!ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ aƻƴǘƘΩ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
CRSI invites you to consider the 
ǘǊǳŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
theme, άWǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ¸ƻǳΦέ 
 
With a Statehouse Kickoff event 
in Columbus on March 5, and 
across the nation, organizations 
devoted to serving individuals 
with mental retardation and 
other developmental disabilities 

(MR/DD) bring special public 
awareness to the many abilities 
people have, regardless of 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ άWǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ¸ƻǳέ 
encourages people to bring 
diversity to their communities by 
welcoming people with 
disabilities into local 
neighborhoods, workplaces, 
houses of worship and schools. 
 
This is a time when CRSI focuses 
on encouraging the public to 
better understand the individuals 
ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ψawκ55 
!ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ aƻƴǘƘΩΣ ǿŜ 
encourage people to learn more 
about the 800 plus people served 
by CRSI in over thirty Ohio 

counties who have disabilities. 
For example, when you see a 
child who uses a wheelchair ς 
see the child, not the 
disability. And when you see a 
person with mental 
retardation working at your 
local supermarket, see the 
person, not his or her 
disability. 
 
During the month of March, 
get acquainted with someone 
who has a developmental 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
everyone has something to 
offer and that people with 
disabilities are just like you! 

Wapakoneta: Jim (Jimmy) 
/ƭŀǿǎƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƛǎ ŀ /w{L 
customer working 
for RT Industries. 
He is employed 
through a 
community 
rehabilitation 
program (CRP) 
known as Possitivity 
which is contracted 
to provide job 
services for ODOT. 
 
Through the CRP 
program, Jim has 
worked at Rest 
Area 7-33 in 
Auglaize County for 

Awareness...workforce 

success                    By Linda Smith 

Jim Clawson with CRSI 

Support Specialist 

Charlene Gillis. 

Mark your calendars! 

MRDD Awareness Month 
 Kickoff Event  -  March 5, 2009 

10:00 a.m. -  Noon 
Ohio Statehouse Atrium 

Hosted by Ohio Public Images (OPI), in collaboration with other 
statewide organizations. 

2009 Theme courtesy of 
 Ohio Public Images (OPI). 



 

Medication Administration  

Training  - Are you in compliance? 
 

 
Class Schedule:      
(Registration form must be submitted 
3 days prior) 
 

Annual Re-Certification Classes:  

See dates for each location:  

Lima, Troy, Defiance: 12:30-2:00  
Urbana, Bellefontaine: 10:00-12:00  
 

Initial Training Classes: 
 

Feb. 17 & 19-Lima 
Feb. 17 & 18-Urbana 
Feb. 24 & 25-Troy 
Mar. 10 & 12-Lima 
Mar. 17 & 18-Urbana 
Mar. 24 & 26-Troy 
Mar. 31 & Apr. 1ðDefiance 
 

Due to the possibility of schedule 
changes, all registrants should 
confirm dates and times prior to class 
day.  

 

Contact one of the following for 
registration form, location, hours 

and details: 
 
 

(Allen) 
Claudia Rode, R.N. 

419-302-8030 
 

(Defiance region) 
Judy Parrott 
419-784-0886 

 

(Logan region) 
Michelle Faulder 

937-441-0403 
 

(Troy Region) 
Diane Taylor 
937-335-6974 

 

(Urbana/Corporate) 
Beverly Beck 
937-508-7759 

 

Full schedule and registration form 

available on-line at www.crsi-
oh.com/promotional.htm 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нуΣ 
Governor Strickland delivered 
Ƙƛǎ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
and has promised a balanced b 
budget without raising taxes in a 
weakened Ohio economy.  
He predicts $3.4B in stimulus 
payments that will result in 
adjusted Medicaid policies, 
freezes in college tuitions, 
healthcare for every child in 
Ohio and more choices for 
Ohioans in need of long-term 
care. 
 

The Governor stresses teamwork 
as the catalyst to reaching goals, 
and ODMRDD Director John 
Martin comments through 
Pipeline Extra on budget issues 
affecting all stakeholders: 

 

άL ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 
Strickland as he called on all state 
agencies to make government 
services simpler, faster, better, 
and less costly.  He also 
challenged us to look at how 
things are accomplished, not just 
at the accomplishment itself. 
Believing in the power of 
collaboration and focusing on 
common goals is exactly what we 
at the ODMRDD have been 
engaged in doing, in concert with 
ǘƘŜ aw55 ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
and many stakeholders, 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦέ 
 

IŜ ŀŘŘǎΣ άΦΦΦL ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
reference Governor Strickland 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǿƘȅ ƎŜŜǎŜ Ŧƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ Ψ±Ω 
formation:  (reducing wind 

resistance)...it actually 
strengthens each individual bird, 
allowing the geese to fly greater 
distances together... This is not 
unlike our approach to the 
h5aw55 ΨCǳǘǳǊŜǎΩ 
recommendations, and any 
number of other collaborative 
projects we are currently 
undertaking with our 
constituents, stakeholders, and 
ǎǘŀŦŦΦέ 

Awareness...Governor delivers ôState of the Stateõ 

Director Martin emphasizes message of collaboration  
Courtesy of  ODMRDD Pipeline Extra 
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eager worker, never turning down the opportunity to be on the 
ƧƻōΦ όIŜύ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΧǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΧŀƴŘ 
όƘŜύ ǊŜƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀΧέ 
 

In his spare time, Jim is an avid bowler and he holds four gold 
medals from the Auglaize County Special Olympics. He also enjoys 
classic western movies. 
 

Present for the award presentation was Charlene Gillis, support 
specialist for CRSI who has worked with Jim for over six years. Also 
present were several CRSI support staff including Program 
!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ {ǳŜ ¦ƭƛǎ ǿƘƻ ŀŘŘǎΤ άǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ WƛƳΩǎ 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 
 

Jim received a certificate of excellence from Possitivity and a $25 
gift card to Bob Evans, his favorite place to eat. 

Workforce Success 
(Continued from page 1) 

 

Director Martin emphasizes that 
these collaborative efforts 
continue to focus on: 
 

 See ODMRDD Goals - page 4 
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AWARENESS...We should never forget why  

By Linda Smith 

1-888 -652 -1371  

 

This year, the CRSI annual 
corporate Christmas party 
turned into a wonderful 
reminder of not only what 
Christmas is all about, but also 

why each of us is 
employed. Some 
decked out in their 
Christmas outfits 
with reindeer 
antlers, Santa hats 
and red and green 
attire; employees 
and consumers 
joined together to 
celebrate this 
holiday season. 
Sharing each and 
every table as a 
family, everyone 
enjoyed a 
Christmas dinner 
with all the 
trimmings, along 
with games, prizes 
and lots of 
conversation.  
 

The entertainment 
was provided by 
ǘƘŜ ά/w{L /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
/ƘƻƛǊέ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
employees and 
consumers who 

practiced for weeks under the 
leadership of staff nurse Bev 
.ŜŎƪΣ wΦbΦ άhƴŜΣ ǘǿƻΣ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ 
ŦƻǳǊέΣ  ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ƻƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
and excited individual before 
each and every  selection as the 
choir performed  Christmas 
carols to a room packed with a 
joyous gathering.  
 

The following commentary was 
published in the Urbana Citizen on 
December 24 and is being shared 
here with all CRSI readers 
throughout counties served in 
recognition of MRDD Awareness 
Month, coming in 
March. 
 

Sometimes we 
tend to forget 
those who make 
our jobs possible. 
For every 
business there 
are customers or 
άŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎέΦ  
Consumers are 
those people 
ǿƘƻ άŎƻƴǎǳƳŜέ 
our products or 
services. We all 
ŀǊŜ άŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎέ 
ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΧƻŦ 
the stores where 
we buy Christmas 
presents, the 
office where we 
buy insurance, or 
the doctor we 
visit when ill.  
 

We run into 
cranky sales 
clerks and 
telephone 
operators who could care less 
about why we are calling when 
they are just trying to get 
through their day. During this 
ōǳǎȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 
overlook the important things in 
life when the economy has 
taken a downturn and people 
are losing their jobs in every 
corner of America. 

Clark County ς Customers and staff together enjoyed a fun 
party at the Fire Fighters Lodge in Springfield. Ray Krew, a retired 
fire fighter, and his REAL beard make a great Santa. 

Karen Dubbs with Santa  
What better tops of a great party 

than the  Chicken Dance! 

Louis Sprinkle of Urbana and 

Sandy Loffing, internal auditor 

for CRSI,  enjoy the concert and 

Christmas dinner together. 

CRSI Christmas Choir - 

employees and consumers sing 

Christmas carols  as a group.  

It was a glowing time for all of us 
who have deeply enjoyed having 
twenty or so of our customers 
under our roof every workday for 
the past two years as participants 
in CRSI Adult Day Service programs. We sang, ate, talked and 
laughed with our friends who make our jobs possible and who 
clearly are as happy to be with us as we are to be with them. 
 

It is truly a Merry Christmas when your heart is warm. 

Miami County ς Over 115 staff and individuals from the 
MRDD community enjoyed a party at the Troy Presbyterian 
Church. Santa was played by Dustin Young, brother of Program 

Spec Veronica Beisner. 
 
Program Administrator Jarred 
Vordemark thanks the following 
families:  Bob Koeller for 
volunteering his DJ services and 
Joe and Karen Jay for donating 
many raffle gifts. 

Individuals in the MRDD community, whether served by CRSI or not, got into 

the holiday spirit. Santa Dustin is flanked by Herman Ahrns and Terry Ahrns. 

More reasons why...  


