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Enjoying the country at 3 miles per hour  

Innovative traveler stops at CRSI Day Service during overnight stay in Urbana 
By Linda Smith 
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Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

challenged adults about a half mile down the 
ǊƻŀŘΦέ (This quick-thinking employee was CRSI 
Habilitation Specialist Juanita Brooks). 
 
άL ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 
back to a community are what make this trip 
worthwhile. I really enjoy sharing the horses 
ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛŘǎΣ ƻƭŘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΦέ  
(http://www.wagonteamster.com/html/
urbana__oh_-_a_great_place.html) 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ {ƪŜƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
άƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŎƪ Ƙƛǎ 
progress at:  

www.wagonteamster.com 

Urbana: Participants in the CRSI Day Services 
program got a surprise visit in December 
when a traveling New Hampshire man 
stopped in Urbana for the night. Bob 
Skelding of Deerfield, N.H. started his trek in 
mid-August when he decided that he 
wanted to adjust his priorities and he set off 
ǘƻ άǎŜŜ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ά 
 

His method of transportation...? A 
homemade RV pulled by four Percheron 
draft horses named Dolly, Doc, Deedee and 
Joyce; traveling 3 miles an hour, heading 
west and then south across America.  
 

Iƛǎ ƎƻŀƭΧΚ  άΦΦΦǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ƳŜŜǘ 
ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƴƛŎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘΦέ 
 

From his website, Skelding writes of his visit 
to CRSI, ά²ƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ όǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
a newspaper and coffee - no need to buy 
gasoline), a nice lady asked me if I would like 
to visit a day care for developmentally 

Above: Chad Larkin hugs ñDollyò while Louis 

Sprinkle (R) feeds ñDocò. 

Photos by Terri Thompson and 

www.wagonteamster.com 

ñIf you get a 

chance, swing by 

Urbana, OH. I 

found it a right 

friendly place!ò 
 
Bob Skelding, Deerfield N.H. 

www.wagonteamster.com 

Stakeholder Alert: This monthôs 
newsletter is brought to you early to deliver 

information about public meetings scheduled in 

January. Your attendance is needed.  See page 2 



 

As Ohio faces serious budget 
shortfalls, serious impacts to 
MRDD programs and the 
people those programs serve 
could be felt according to 
the Dec. 11 Pipeline 
publication from 
ODMRDD Director John 
Martin.  
 

According to CEO Than 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ  ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
budget and economic 
conditions in Ohio are 
continuing to worsen. 
Feedback from 
communities is very 
important as we develop 
plans to meet the 
challenge of 
diminishing  resources 
and increasing need on 
behalf of citizens with 
developmental 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ hƘƛƻΦέ 
 

He encourages parents, 
guardians and consumers to 
attend the closest meeting 
location. 
 

Director John Martin, will host 
ΨōǳŘƎŜǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴ ŦƛǾŜ 
locations throughout 
the state, during the first two 
weeks in January 2009. Co-

sponsors of the meetings 
include the Ohio Association of 
County Boards of MRDD 
(OACBMRDD); the Ohio 

Association of Superintendents 
of County Boards of MRDD 
(OASCBMRDD), the Ohio 
Provider Resource Association 
(OPRA); The Arc of Ohio, and 
The League (formerly OLMR). 
 

Governor Ted Strickland has 
released information regarding 
possible scenarios in the event 
that state agencies need to 
operate at 70-75% of the 

Director Martin will listen to 
any interested participants in 
the MRDD community -- 
including stakeholders, service 
providers, individuals, and 
families ς as we look at ways to 
maximize available resources 
while maintaining quality 
services. As Director Martin 
Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ 
are tough economic times, and 
we will be making tough 
decisions, but we will be doing 
that in a way that is guided by 
our focus on our essential 
mission ς quality services for 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦέ 
 

Director Martin has stated, 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
and all ways that we can meet 
needs while helping the 
Governor to manage necessary 
state functions within the 
available level of spending. We 
need to look at every way 
resources are used today to 
make sure we get the most out 
of them during these difficult 
times, and serve the nearly 
80,000 Ohioans needing 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ 

originally proposed biennial 
budget. Pipeline follows with 
h5aw55Ωǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 
how we will operate in the 
current budget environment. 
 

In addition, sharing this 
information helps the Governor 
to make his case to the federal 
government that, without 
federal assistance to mitigate 
some of Ohio's budget shortfall, 
serious impacts to MRDD 
programs, and the people MRDD 
programs serve, will be felt.  
 άDirector Martin will listen to any 

interested participants in the 
MRDD community -- including 
stakeholders, service providers, 
individuals, and familieséó 

 
December 11 Pipeline 

òFeedback ... is very important as we 
develop plans to meet the challenge 
of diminishing  resources and 
increasing need on behalf of citizens 
with developmental disabilitieséó  

  
CEO, Than Johnson 

See Strategic 

Planning & 

Public Input 

Meeting 

Schedule 
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Ohio budget impacts MRDD  

Parents, guardians, consumers, care-givers encouraged to attend input meetings 
Information, in-part,  from ODMRDD Pipeline publication 
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Dedicated employees honored with longevity awards  

CEO Than Johnson marks 25 years 

CEO Than Johnson leads the list 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ƻƴƎŜǾƛǘȅ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 
as he marks twenty-five years 
with CRSI. 
 
Earning his B.A. from 
Wilmington College and 
completing graduate work from 
Miami University, Johnson 
began his career as a public 
school teacher. He later entered 
the MRDD field when he moved 
into a position of Residential 
Administrator for the Preble 
County Board of MRDD and then 
later became a Program 
Administrator with the Ohio 
Department of MRDD. 
 
After serving on the original 
incorporating board of CRSI in 
1976, Johnson assumed the 
position of Executive Director in 
1983. 
 
Johnson has served many local, 
state and national organizations 
through the years.  He is a 
strong believer in  supporting 
community  organizations as 
well as advocating for the rights, 
needs and choices of consumers 
across the nation. Along with 
many local and state 
involvements, he currently 

serves as President of ANCOR 
(American Network of Options 
and Resources).  

 
CRSI honors each long-term, 
dedicated employee every year 
with a longevity award and 
special gift for each five year 
increment of service.  The 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
award winners and the counties 
where they are employed. 
 
25 Years   
Than Johnson - Corporate 
 
20 Years 
Carol Brown - Champaign 
Cristy Foltz - Champaign 
Tammy Gibson - Champaign 
 
15 Years 
Monica Boerger - Shelby 
Chris Fox - Clark 
Kathryn Stewart - Champaign 
 
10 Years 
Kathleen Briggs - Allen 
Tina Journell - Corporate 
Louise King - Madison 
Rose Myers - Champaign 
Carol Nichols - Allen 
Joan Oen - Shelby 
Audrey Rardon - Madison 
Brenda Shartle - Clark 
Crystal Tabor - Allen 
Jarred Vordemark - Miami 

Christopher Wells - Allen 
Melissa White - Champaign 
Paula Wiggins - Madison 
 
5 Years 
Ernest Abston - Clark 
Maria Adams - Miami 
Tammy Aldred - Defiance 
Angela Allen - Allen 
Liela Anderson - Corporate 
Joeanne Arnett-Hall - Champaign 
Rockson Asare - Franklin 
Tamara Backhaus - Defiance 
Megan Ballard - Madison 
Krista Blume-White - Darke 
Tami Brown - Logan 
Annette Byers - Darke 
Brenda Cantrell - Auglaize 
Margaret Collingsworth - Hardin 
Vickie Cordle - Madison 
Connie Emler - Lucas 
Deborah Geboy - Logan 
Kwaku Ghann - Franklin 
Jill Goedde - Allen 
Patricia Hoffer - Logan 
Dean Huffman - Logan/Hardin 
Sarah Hunt - Allen 
Monica Justice - Auglaize 
Carmen Kettlehake - Champaign 
Jennifer Klinker - Logan 

(Continued on page 4) 

Than Johnson with Marian Bowers at 

the start of Adult Day Services in 2006. 

In 2002,  Johnsonôs  ñcommitment to 

communityò was honored by the 

Board of Trustees by naming the  

ñThan Johnson Community Roomò in 

the newly completed corporate office.  

Pictured with Board President Rick 

Anderson (L) and Board Trustee 

Terry Howell (far R).  


