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Need for services can be unexpected  

Life-altering accident changes a young manõs future 
By Linda Smith 

Lucas County: Two months after 
graduating from Owens 
Technical College near Toledo in 
мфумΣ .ǳǊƴŀǊŘ άIŀƴƪέ .ŀǊƴŜȅΣ LLL 
dove into a pond while 
attending a family reunion;  
he broke his neck and spinal 
cord.  

 
!ǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 
Degree in Applied Science and 
having studied Farm 
Management, Hank was a 
twenty-one year old young man 
ready to start his farming career 
when life dealt him an 
unexpected blow. He was 
diagnosed as a quadriplegic, 
facing nearly a year in hospitals 
and rehabilitation centers and a 
much altered life ahead.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŘƛǾŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
awkward because I was trying to 
avoid another person in the 
ǿŀǘŜǊέΣ ǎŀȅǎ IŀƴƪΦ  άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ 
my head on anything but as 
ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ L ƭŀƴŘŜŘ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ΨǇƻǇΩ 
ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜǿ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦέ  
 

 
 
Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

Nearly 30 years later at the age 
of 50, Hank lives with his mom 
and dad, Burnard and Nona 
Barney of Swanton, Ohio. His 
fully-motorized wheel-chair is 
his constant companion, 
enabling him to move about his 
home or go outside to enjoy his 

yard. Limited use of his 
upper extremities 
eventually returned with 
the help of rehabilitation, 
but his legs have 
remained paralyzed.  
 
His parents were his only 
caregivers for twenty-
three years following the 
accident until Mrs. Barney 

developed health issues. .  
ά!ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ L ǿŀǎ 
lucky enough that some 
Waivers popped open and I 
qualified for assistance through 
ǘƘŜΧέ ώhƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Developmental Disabilities], he 
says, referring to a limited 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άLƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ 
²ŀƛǾŜǊǎέ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 
of Ohio, and to which he is 
entitled in order to pay for his 
services. 
 
CRSI began providing home 
healthcare and transportation 
services for Hank in 2006. His 
primary DSP is Marilyn Hall, a 
support specialist with CRSI 
since 2004. Services include 
homemaker/personal care such 
as transferring to and from bed, 

chair or bath; laundry; cooking; 
assisting with exercise routines; 
and transportation to and from 
doctor appointments, 
meetings, shopping and 
errands. 
 
Hank is a founding member 
and serves as president of the 
Northwest Ohio Chapter of the 
National Spinal Cord Injury 
Association (NWONSCIA) 
established in 1985. The 
organization held a Bowl-A-
¢Ƙƻƴ άDƭƻ .ŀƭƭέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ 
to raise operating money. The 
event netted nearly $4,000. 
Hank also designs, writes and 
publishes the NWONSCIA 
newsletter called Spinal Rap. 
 
Among his many talents, Hank 
is a self-taught computer whiz 
who has created his own 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIŀƴƪǎ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 

(Continued on page 2) 

ά¢ƘŜ ŘƛǾŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
awkward because I was trying 
to avoid another person in the 
water...but as soon as I landed 
L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ΨǇƻǇΩ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜǿ L ǿŀǎ 
ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦέ  

- Hank Barney 

Bowl-A-Thon ñGlo Ballò event raises 

money for Lucas County Spinal Cord 

Association group. Above is Hank, 

getting a little help with his bowling ball 

from Marilyn Hall, his primary care -

giver. 
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CRSI receives Safety 

Council Award  

 Adult Day Services  

Favorite things to do  

WƻǳǊƴŀƭέ ŀǘ 
www.disabilitiesoutdoors.com 
 
¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ άƘƻǿ 
ǘƻέ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
provides information about 
available adaptive sports gear 
for disabled individuals. He also 
manages the informative Spinal 
Cord Association website at 
www.nwonscia.org for his local 
chapter. Both websites are 
quite impressive. 

Individuals are not always born 
with any one of a variety of 
diagnoses that lead to the need 
for developmental disability 
services, such as accident 
victims like Hank; whose life-
altering dive into a pond at the 
beginning of his young adult life 
changed his destiny and placed 
him unexpectedly in need of 
services to assist him with 
everyday living.   

Unexpected  

(Continued from page 1) 
 
ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜέΣ ǎŀȅǎ IŀƴƪΦ  
άLΩǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ 
groups and organizations to 
let them know how our lives 
change with these kinds of 
ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎΦέ Iŀƴƪ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
explain that he also continues 
to help educate caregivers at 
the University of Toledo 
Medical Center about the 
needs of the quadriplegic. He 
is able to demonstrate how to 
go about helping him move to 

and from his 
bed or 
wheelchair, how 
to assist with 
bathroom needs 
and how to 
physically 
provide the 
proper 
technique, 
άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

kind of training 
from anyone other 

than those of us in this 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
At the National Forum on 
Disabilities in 2008, John 
Hannah, consumer advocate, 
ǎŀƛŘΣ ά! Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ 
opportunity that anybody, at 
ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ƧƻƛƴέΤ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 
home the truth about 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΧƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ 
anyone at anytime. 

Hank at home on  his computer. 

CRSI received the 2009 Outstanding 
Safety Achievement Award in May for 
decreasing incidents by at least 25% 
from 2008.  

 
The Champaign County Safety Council is 
sponsored by the Champaign County 
Chamber of Council, however, CRSI Safety 
and Health policies and procedures span all 
counties and regional offices. 
 
Pictured accepting the award from Ray Nelson, VP of 
sales for 3-D ETC, is Julie Rose, safety and health 
manager for CRSI. 

Habilitation Specialist Juanita Brooks 
reads The Adventures of Robin Hood 
to Adult Day Service participants who 
enjoy her stories. They love to follow 
the plot and are quick to answer 
questions about the story. This after-
lunch favorite activity has included 
other great books like Moby Dick and 
the Wizard of Oz. 

Michael Pate (L) and 
Waldo Fagan enjoy 
a shopping trip to 
Goodwill, their 
favorite store. 
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Dual ribbon -cutting for Vancrest and Rainbow Wing  

By Linda Smith 

Urbana: Vancrest Health Care 
Center of Urbana and the CRSI 
Paul Loffing Rainbow Wing 
jointly held a VIP Open House 
and two ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies on May 20 to 
celebrate the newly 
remodeled and renovated 
facilities located at 2380 U.S. 
Highway 68, just south of 
Urbana (formerly the 
Wellington nursing facility). 
 
The event was primarily held 
to thank the long list of 
contractors, vendors and 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ άŦƻǊ 
supporting our respective 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
improve the quality of life for 
ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
Than Johnson, CEO of CRSI 
who also introduced the 
White family of Van Wert to 
nearly 100 guests in 
attendance. 
 
With assistance from the 
Champaign Co. Chamber of 
Commerce, two ribbon -
cutting ceremonies took place 
to recognize both 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
efforts. 
 
Vancrest, Ltd., owner of eight 
nursing homes and other 
healthcare facilities in Ohio is 

family-owned by President 
Mark White and his 
brother and sister Steve 
White and Carol White. 
Jennifer Brock of Eaton, 
introduced by Mark White 
ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
¦ǊōŀƴŀέΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
administrator of the 
Urbana facility. The 
company bought the 
Wellington in July 2008 
from the Champaign 
County Commissioners. 
 
CRSI also purchased from 
the Commissioners the 
twenty-bed licenses in the 
unit now known as the 
Paul Loffing Rainbow Wing 
where services are 
provided by CRSI for 
individuals with 
developmental 
disabilities. That portion 
of the building now has a 
brand new entrance and 
parking at the northwest 
side of the building so 
that families and visitors 
do not need to walk 
through the nursing care 
facility, giving more privacy 
to all residents. 
 
! ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ hǇŜƴ 
IƻǳǎŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 
Sunday, May 23. 

Ribbon cutting ceremony for Vancrest., 

standing in front of list of contractors are L-

R:  Rick Stahl,  President of Brackett 

Builders; Mark White, President of 

Vancrest; Jennifer Brock, Administrator of 

Vancrest of Urbana; Steve White and Carol 

White, co-woners; City Administrator Bruce 

Evilsizor,  Chamber President Dave Bacher. 

Seated: Than Johnson, CEO for CRSI; Mark 

McCleery, CFO for Vancrest; and Chamber 

of Commerce Board Members Wayne Smith 

and Richard Anderson. 

Ribbon Cutting for CRSIôs Paul Loffing 

Rainbow Wing, standing L-R: Than Johnson, 

Rick Stahl,  Mark White, Jennifer Brock, 

Steve White, Carol White; and CRSI Board 

Trustees Dr. Richard Dietz, Richard Anderson 

and Terry Howell. Seated are CRSI Board 

Trustees Alice Schlemmer, Ed Corwin, Phillip 

Edwards and William Denkewalter. 

Baxter named 

QMRP of 

Rainbow Wing  

 
Laura Baxter has been named 
QMRP (Qualified Mental 
Retardation 
Professional) for 
the Paul Loffing 
Rainbow Wing. 
She will lead the 
team of direct 
care 
professionals 
working 24/7, 
providing ICF/MR services for 
the twenty bed unit. 
 
Baxter, who most recently 
served as director of Ben-El, 
assumed her duties just in 
time for the Open Houses. She 
indicated that she was 
pleased at the number of 
people who visited the wing, 
stating that approximately 
sixty people toured the wing 
on May 20 and 23. 


