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Self -advocates attend 

People First Conference  

By Linda Smith 

People First of Ohio held its 
annual conference March 19-21 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
Centre in Wilmington. CRSI was 
well-represented as advocates 
and staff from Champaign and 
Madison Counties were among 
those attending. 
 

The three-day event was 
packed with interesting and 
educational self-advocacy 
topics, as well as  
entertainment and fun. 
 

Among the presenters was  
twenty- nine year old Bobby 
hΩDǳǊŜƪΣ ŀ ǿŜō ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
Summitt Hill, Pennsylvania who 
spoke about assistive 
technology, advocacy and his 
own struggles to advocate for 
himself and others. 
 

Other topics included : 
Emergency Preparedness 
What are My Rights? 
About Guardianship 
Medicaid Buy-In 
How Legislature Works for You 
And more 
 

There also was massage 
therapy, art, music, makeovers 
ŀƴŘ ŀ άtŜƻǇƭŜ CƛǊǎǘ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ 
LǎƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ IǳƴǘέΦ 
 

On Saturday evening, a dance 
was held continuing the Survivor 
Island theme and attendees 
were encouraged to wear 
survivor island beach attire. 
 
 

 

Rader appointed to OSDA Board  

 
 
 
Kathy Rader, Advocacy/UI-MUI Director has been selected to serve 
on the Ohio Self Determination 
Association Board of Directors. 
 

The board is comprised of self-
advocates, providers and county board 
representatives who work together in 
άǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎΣ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ 
self-determination for all persons with 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΧέ 
 

The OSDA Board meets on the fourth 
Friday of every month at the Delaware 
County Board. Meetings are open. 

 
 
Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

Waldo Fagan and April Shaw of 

Urbana ñcut the rugò during the dance 

on Saturday. Waldo resides at the 

High St. ICF/MR group home with 

four other gentlemen. April receives 

the I/O Waiver and shares a Jefferson 

Ave. home with three other ladies.  

Conference attendees Keith Farris and 

John Bunn from Madison County. Both  

share their residence with one other 

gentleman and receive the I/O Waiver. 

Conference attendees Ray Yutzy and 

Mike Ebrite reside at Oakwood 

Meadows, an ICF/MR group home in 

London.  

Concert  

 
Colin Hornsby of Urbana recently attended a John Mayer concert at 
the Shottenstein Center in Columbus along with DSP Edith 
Goldsberry who is a support 
specialist with CRSI.  
 

Colin smiles big-time about seeing 
Mayer (a favorite) in concert and 
ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άƎǊŜŀǘέΦ  
 

/ƻƭƛƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ ¦ǊōŀƴŀΩǎ 
Adult Day Services program. 

Pictured at the People First 

Conference is Rader with Pete 

Timmons of Oakwood Meadows 

in London.  
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CRSI honored in 

Logan County  

Alysha Gross, LPN 
Janet Reid, LPN 
Barbara Woodruff, LPN 
 
Auglaize County: 
Christina Bayes, LPN 
 

Champaign County: 
Vicki Lin McCombs, LPN 
Brandy McDonald, LPN 
Kellie Rider-Stewart, LPN 
Vicki Rogan, LPN 
Lana Seeberg, LPN 
Amy Crooks, LPN 
Beverly Beck, RN 
Tina Myers, RN 
 

Logan County 
Wilma Gammell, LPN 
Phyllis Macy, LPN 
Michelle Faulder, RN 
 

Madison County 
Audrey Rardon, RN 
Nursing Coordinator 

Congratulations to the CRSI 
nursing staff who provide 
excellent, professional 
services to consumers 
served by CRSI.  Without 
your help and dedication, 
these services could not be 
provided to those that need 
them. Your education and 
training is valued and 
respected. 
 

Thank you for your services. 
 

Allen County: 
Claudia Rode, RN 
Director of Nursing 
Charles King, RN 
Nursing Coordinator 
 

Sherrie Boyle, LPN 
Judy Ditto, LPN 
Alexander Dysert, LPN 
Joanne Gray, LPN 
Shannon Holtzapple, LPN 
Kimberly Capers, LPN  

Bellefontaine: RTC Industries, Inc. held 
its annual Employer Appreciation 
Breakfast on March 9 to recognize its 
community business partners who employ individuals associated 
with RTC. 
 
CRSI was among those employers recognized with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for άǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎέΦ On hand to accept the award was John Fraser, a 
QMRP (quality MR professional) for CRSI in Logan County. 
 
ά!ǎ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 55 ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ aŀǊŎƘΣ w¢/ ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
acknowledge the partnership we have with the businesses that 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪΣέ ǎŀȅǎ bŀƴŎȅ 9Ǿŀƴǎ-Donley, 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ w¢/Φ ά/w{L ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
confidential shredding on a regular basis. As our associates shred the 
paper and make bales out of it, they earn a paycheck while honing 
their skills. We are fortunate to partner with companies like CRSI that 
understand and value the many and varied abilities that all people 
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎΦέ 

xxxxx  

STNA certified  

 
Urbana: Sue Fraley of Urbana is the latest to 
pass her state boards and is now a licensed 
STNA (State Tested Nursing Assistant), as 
announced by Molly Vance, Day Habilitation 
Director. Fraley is a Habilitation Specialist 
working with the Adult Day Services program. 
She attended Ohio Hi-Point in the first STNA 
class held at the new Urbana campus. (Former Urbana Armory) 
 
{¢b!Ωǎ ŀǘ /w{L ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ wbΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀƛƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
This might include personal care, feeding, grooming, bathing, 
medication administration and rehabilitation needs. 

National Nurses Week  

May 6-12 

Upcoming in May  

 
May 26 - The Arc of Ohio at Cedar Point. Over 6,000 friends of the 
Arc typically attend this fun event each year. Discount tickets 
available through the Arc. For info email: arcohio@rrohio.com. 
 
May 26-27 - Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council Conference. 
Our Choice: Living in the Community, a conference for Ohioans 
with disabilities, their families and advocates. Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
Columbus. For information call: 1-800-766-7426 
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Adult Day participants work, write and create  

The following poems 
where written by Rae 
Sutherland, a 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ /w{LΩǎ 
Adult Day Services 
program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rae is a budding poet who has 
written many works of art and 
aspires to someday have them 

published. She is currently and actively 
pursuing publication possibilities and 
making contacts on her own behalf.  
Here are two examples of her work. 
 

Why? 
Why hold your hand down 
    when you can hold it high? 
Why crawl through life  
    when you have the ability to fly? 
Why you put others down  
    when you can help them be better? 
Why make someone frowned upon 
    when you can smile and laugh  
    with them longer? 
²Ƙȅ ōǊŜŀƪ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
    when you can love them? 
Why make fun of someone  
    when you can make a friend? 
 

We will meet again 
You put up with my imperfections, 
    you never ask questions. 
You love me for myself. 
You are my best man. 
²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǘΤ 
    the future is ours to last. 
We hold the keys to each others 
hearts;  
    for we will never split apart. 
Our love is so true; 
    ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ 
²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΤ 
    until one day; 
    ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƛŘŜ-by-side  
    in the ground together. 
We will meet again. 

Paper Maché classes bring out the artist 

in everyone.  

Lƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ά!ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜέ, Kenny was in the beginning stages of 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ άǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƭƛŜƴέΦ  !ǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ 

L-R: Marian Bowers with DSP Robbin Ferriman, Bobby Rhodes, Lynn Jenkins, Kenny Skaggs and  Roy Coolbaugh get 

helpful paper mach® advice from DSPôs Mindy Adkins and Eric Breon (background right). 

Jay Pierce works the 

shredding machine as part of 

CRSIôs vocational habilitation 

program. 

Before paper is shredded,  it needs 

to be free of paper clips or other 

materials not suitable for the 

shredding machine. In the 

foreground, Melonie Jumper works 

along side habilitation participants 

to prepare the paper collected from 

staff offices. 

 
 

1-888-652-1371  

 

Photos by Terri Thompson 
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National Autism Awareness Month  

Source:  DODD Pipeline Publication & OCALI  

2010 Medication Administration  

Training   
 

Registration Form and Schedule available at:  
www.crsi-oh.com/promotional.htm 

 
Class Schedule:      
(Registration form must be submitted 3 
days prior) 
 
Annual Re-Certification Classes:  

See dates for each location:  

Lima, Bellefontaine, Defiance: 12:30-2:30  
Urbana, Troy: 10:00-12:00  
 

Initial Training Classes: 
 

Apr. 12 & 13 - Urbana 
Apr. 20 & 21 - Troy 
Apr. 27 & 29 - Bellefontaine 
May  4  &  6 -   Lima 
May 10 & 11 - Urbana 
May 18 & 19 - Defiance 
May 18 & 20 - Troy 
Jun  1  &  3 -  Lima 
Jun  7 &  8  - Urbana 
 
Due to the possibility of schedule changes, all registrants should confirm dates 
and times prior to class day.  

 

CONTACTS: 
 
 

(Allen) 
Claudia Rode, R.N. 

419-302-8030 
 

(Defiance region) 
Judy Parrott 
419-784-0886 

 

(Logan region) 
Michelle Faulder, R.N. 

937-441-0403 
 

(Troy Region) 
Diane Taylor 
937-335-6974 

 

(Urbana/Corporate) 
Beverly Beck, R.N. 

937-508-7759 

April is National Autism Awareness Month 

Be a part of the celebration 

Autism spectrum 
disorders (ASD) 
affects individuals 
differently and to 
varying degrees. It 
affects an estimated 
58,000 people in 
Ohio and about 1%  
of the individuals served by 
CRSI. 
 

There is usually nothing 
about how a person with 
ASD looks that sets them 
apart from other people, 
but they may 
communicate, interact, 
behave and learn in ways 
that are different from 
most people. 
 

There is no known single 
cause for ASD, but 
increased awareness can 
help families know what to 
look for and how to get 
help.  
  
Ohio has a guide to help 
parents understand ASD 

and how to find services and 
supports. hƘƛƻΩǎ tŀǊŜƴǘ DǳƛŘŜ 
to Autism Spectrum Disorders 
was created by parents for 
parents and is published by the 
Ohio Center for Autism and 
Low Incidence (OCALI).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCALI is an interagency Work 
Group on Autism, convened by 
the Ohio Department of 
Developmental Disabilities.  

6th Annual Autism Rally  
Ohio Statehouse  

April 14 - 11:00 a.m.- Noon 
Legislative Reception 

5-7:00 p.m. in the Atrium 

Autism resources: 
 

www.ocali.org  
www.autismohio.org 

E-mail: askASO@autismohio.org 
www.dodd.ohio.gov/topics/iagautism.htm  
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Next Month:   
The Advocate will be replaced with  

2009  Annual Report. 

Deadline for June Newsletter 
May 20, 2010 

 

Linda Anderson Smith, Advocate Editor/PR Director 
lsmith@crsi-oh.com 

Terri Thompson,  Advertising/PR Coordinator  
tthompson@crsi-oh.com  

Published monthly by CRSI © 2010 

Welcome new employees  

Human Resources Dept. 

As of March 31 
 

Allen County 
Program Instructor: 

Kristian Cox 
Support Specialist: 
Faith Ehrnsberger 

 
Auglaize County 

Support Specialist: 
Julie Salmons 

 
Champaign County 
Day Hab Consumer: 

Michael Green 
Support Specialists: 

Bruce Blevins 
Krystal Portis 

Jayson R. Turner 
Julian Tyson 

 
Clark County 

Support Manager: 
Caitlyn L. Collett 

Support Specialist: 
Steven R. Nan 

 
Darke County 

Support Specialists: 
Shalissa L. Donthnier 
Pamela K. Schmidt 

 
Franklin County: 

Supports Manager: 
Tiffanie L. Fletcher 
Support Specialists: 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ 
The terms 'mental retardation' and 'developmental disability' are a part of current 
clinically-accepted terminology. Usage of this terminology in CRSI publications is in no 
way intended to restrict or label any individuals based on their particular disability. 
Changes to accepted terminology are influenced by many factors, including research, 
accepted clinical definitions, and usage/social acceptance.  'Mental retardation' is 
one of many developmental disabilities, and the usage of the term will be gradually 
and appropriately phased out wherever feasible.  Currently, in the interest of 
communicating clearly and respectfully, the usage of the term 'retardation' may be 
seen in CRSI publications and is never intended as negative slang. 

Ashley Andrews 
Serena Bell 

Abonesh G. Bulti 
Cheikh O. Fall 

Mercy W. Njenga 
Corina F. Sirleaf 

 
Logan County 

Support Specialists: 
Margaret R. Barger 

Gary L. Bryant 
Heather Gordon 
Tricia A. Meek 
Katie L. Nelson 
DaLavian Smith 

 
Madison County 

Support Specialists: 
Cortney M. Gartin 

Jacque Hutslar 
Jennifer L. Kelly 

 
Mercer County 

Support Specialist: 
Catherine Bertke 

Miami County 
Support Specialists: 

Catherine Armstrong 
Tonna D. Feightner  

Theresa McNeal 
Michael A. Roberts 
Beth Ann Waddle 

Kelly Wead 
Shelby County 

Support Specialist: 
Amanda M. Anderson 

 
Union County 

Support Specialists: 
Kimberly A. Fields 
Heather D. Matson 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²Φ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊǎ 

Ashton B. Orton 
Janelle I. Simmons 

Lauren E. Smith 
Stormy R. Stanley 

Kimberly L. VanDyke 
 

 

April Shaw of 

Champaign County 

enjoys ñswaying to 

the musicò at the 

People First 

Conference. 

Adult Day Services participants attend 
DD Awareness Month Kick-Off Rally on 
March 4 at the Columbus Statehouse. 

Pictured above L-R: Drucilla Manuel, Michael Pate, Donnie Ogg, Roy 
Coolbaugh, Blair Leady and Emerson Pence. 

Emerson looks over  

his lunch tab with  

DSP Karen Angles,  

Adult Day Services Manager. 

Lunch in Columbus is always a 

favorite stop after advocating at 

the Statehouse. Around the table: 

Drucilla, DSP Evan Sedgwick, 

Paul Farmer, DSP Shane Dugan 

and Blair Leady. 


