The CRS/

CRSI

me of Options
nd Choices

I

February 2010

A monthly publication of
Champaign Residential
Services, Inc.
© 2010

www.crsi  -oh.com Since 1976

March 4: Ohio DD Month kickoff at Statehouse

Columbus:The Ohio
Department of Developmental
Disabilities (DODD), Ohio
Public Images (OPI), and the
Ohio Association of County
Boards (OACB) along with
other stakeholder
organizations, are pleased to
note that the March 4th
Developmental Disabilities
Awareness MontfKickoff
Eventat the Ohio Statehouse
Atrium in Columbus will
showcase several advocacy
and empowerment efforts
from across the state.

The featured program, from
10:00 a.mg noon, will include
short presentations by several
small groups and individuals
who have made significant
strides in their communities,
both personally and
professionally.

Each year, the program
includes comments from key
members of the General
Assembly, and welcomes
individuals and groups that
have been active in promoting

(Continued on pag®)

Ben -El closure announced

After over 20 years of
providing community
mental health services, Ben
El Child and Family Center
will close its doors effective
March 31. BefEl currently
has offices at 1150 Scioto
Street, Suite 200 in Urbana
and 1600 S. Main Street in
Bellefontaine. Both
locations will continue to
provide client services
through March 31.

"This has been a very
difficult decision for both
the Board of Trustees and
management." says Laura
Baxter, director of Beifl.

By Linda Smith

"However, the uncertainty of
the economy and the budget
cuts at the state and local
levels have made it difficult for
mental health agencies to
maintain services all over
Ohio."

BenEl Child and Family Center

originated in West Liberty as a

means to provide mental

health support for those in

foster care at Adriel. It has

continued to provide

community mental health

services in both Champaign and

Logan counties as well as
(Continued on pag®)

From DODD electronic Pipeline publication

favorite lOUput

jigsaw puzzles together. In January he
completed a 1000 piece puzzle that - with
took him the better part of one month ero™® of Pn‘::f.::,\ disabilities
to complete. Hed
to start another challenge.

Donni eds

In 2009 a large
contingency of
CRSI consumers
converged on the
Ohio Statehouse Atrium.
With smiles and enthusiasm,
they represented individuals
all over Ohio living with
developmental disabilities.

Mission & Philosophy Statement

CRSI 6s mission and philosophy
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximu
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value |
and choices by all individuals served.

Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality suppor
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emoti
vocational, communication and social skills according to the indivi
needs, abilities and choices. :

Champaign Residential Ser\ rices, Inc.
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Ben-El and has been a very active DD Month og R
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counties.

BenEl has built a solid
reputation for providing
services for young children,
teens and their families. It has
been at the forefront in
providing services and
supports for children with
autism and their families; and
has provided supports,
interventions and consultation
services for early childhood
mental health.

Diagnosis (NADD). Services
currently provided for
individuals with
developmental disabilities will
continue through March 31st
and each person will be
assisted with a transition plan
to another qualified provider
of their choice.

Baxter adds, "Members of the
BenkEl staff have been
dedicated to meeting the
mental health needs of our
community. Their
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Mitchell, president of Ohio
Public Images (OPI), an
information and advocacy
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year, Governor Ted
Strickland has been
invited to speak,
and we are hopeful
that his busy
schedule may
permit his
participation in the
program, as he was
able to do last
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activities, encourages people
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bout the si |lar|t|es
\)é rathlér h4n the
differences, and
encourages
everyone to
welcome people
with disabilities into
their communities
as equal partners.

In 2009 the event
hosted more than

Parenting classes using the professional efforts and &SI NI¢ 300 participants
"Incredible Years" program loyalty are beyond compare as . . Attendance is free, and oioen
will continue through March they have worked diligently aWdzau [thel S |, 2 dz anyone with an 1interest in
for those with children ages O with me to keep our doors statewide theme for this the statewide, Developmental
to 6. All clients currently open through many gSINRa !¢l NByS ab?sabmt%j rftnunity.

receiving services from Betl
will be assisted with a
transition plan to another
qualified provider of their
choice, according to Baxter.

In 2004, BefEl collaborated

challenges over the years. The
staff provides expertise and
quality services and it saddens
me that economic conditions
are such that we cannot
fiscally support the demand
and need for these services."
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The program, which began in 2007,

| offers individuals participating in the

* | program an opportunity to donate their
work to area pet stores for the loving

- care and comfort of pets awaiting

with Champaign Residential
Services, Inc. (CRSI) to include
mental health services for
individuals with

For questions or concerns
contact Laura Baxter, Befl
director, 937%652-4555 or

developmental disabilities; 937-599-2766.
adoption.
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Dave Kehl Chevrolet

Mechanicsburg

E‘l
THE RIGHT CAR AT THE RIGHT PRICE

* SALES
* SERVICE
* LEASING

1-800-886-1000

Or Mechanicsburg
937-834-2454
Urbana
937-653-7095

45 E. Sandusky * Route 4 « Mechanicsburg, Ohio

Soringtield

Coolbaugh, Blair Leady and Donnie Ogg.
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Enjoy an enchanting evening
inac a~u.11 (lln.ulg dlumsphﬂ €
featuring an Italian menu and
selected fine wines.

Hours: M-TH: 11aM.-2P M., 5-9 P.M,
Fri & SAT: 11AM.-2P M., 5-10P.M.

13 Monument Square « Urbana
937.653.8040
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in Chagsaign, Clark,

Fayete, Greans, and
Madizon Camties

SeouritMaticnalBank. com
S37-a53-1200
S37-324 -a800
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Around CRSI
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Van Wert:Staff and consumers held a = L

Christmas party lunch in Van Wert where i _

they sang carols, played games and Auglalng an Wert & Mercer.

enjoyed a visit Santa and Mrs. Claus Longevity award recipients were

(played by Pollyanna Sims, support treated to a Iun_chepn held at the
specialist. Slolden Corral in Lima on January
Back (seated)Eddie
Sanderson, John McGhee, Back: Tanya Stauffer, program
Larry Weldy, Justin Willis, specialist/AugIaize Group Home (5
Eugene Sadlefront (on years); Phyllis Gant, support
floor): Brandon Painter; Jill manager/Van Wert (5 years); Darla
Krugh: John Ehrhard, Huddleston, support specialist/
support specialist: Michael Auglaize County (5 years)Front: Laine Muston, support specialist/
Bates. Auglaize County (5 years); Sue Ulis, program administrator/Auglaize,

Mercer, & Van Wert Counties (15 years); Robin Bartee, support
specialist/Auglaize County (5 years)ot present: Samantha Howe,
A Ug/a I'ze /Va n WeIT/MefCEf support specialist/Auglaize County (5 years).
Counties
Wapakoneta:Staff and consumers from the Auglaize Group Home Mlaml COU”’J/

held a Christmas Open House in December.
Troy: Staff and consumers held a

Back RowMary Faler, home Christmas party in December at the
manager; Tina Bayes, LPN; First Presbyterian Church in Troy.
Fred Erb; Teresa Sabo, support Gifts for a raffle drawing were

specialist; Leonard Schulze; Jamie
McDowell, support specialist;
Patty Connors; Alex Dysert,
support specialist; Lori

donated by Joe Jay, parent. Another
parent, Bob Kohler, father of Terri)
volunteered his talents

Worthington; Joanna Sprague, as D.J. The group
support specialist; Tanya Stauffer, Santa and enjoyed food, dancing
program specialistMiddle Emily Jay and hanging out with
(seated):Emily Burnell; Joe Santa, played by Dustin.

Kettler; Alice Hinton; Ron Webb;
David Tackett (passed away in January and sadly misgeant (floor):

: . Santa and Sue Hawkins
Chrissy Rush and David Bruggeman.



