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Mission & Philosophy Statement 
CRSIôs mission and philosophy is to empower and support individuals 
with challenges to provide an opportunity to develop their maximum level  
of independence as they choose. It is the intent of CRSI to value lifestyles 
and choices by all individuals served. 
 
Inherent in this commitment is the establishment of quality support 
systems for those at risk that enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, 
vocational, communication and social skills according to the individuals 
needs, abilities and choices. 

Rainbow undergoing renovations  

by Linda Smith 
Urbana: While the Wellington, 
a Vancrest healthcare center 
located at 2380 S. U.S. Highway 
68, is undergoing extensive 
remodeling and upgrades to its 
nursing home facility, the Paul 
Loffing Rainbow Wing is also 
undergoing improvements for 
its twenty-bed ICF/MR unit 
owned by Champaign 
Residential Services, Inc. (CRSI). 
 
The Paul Loffing Rainbow Wing 
was purchased by CRSI after 
being granted a waiver from 
the Ohio Department of Mental 
Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities (ODMRDD) to 

operate in its existing 
framework. In order to operate 
without the waiver, the state 
required additional square 
footage.  
   
Through the Ohio Department 
of Job and Family Services 
(ODJFS), CRSI has been 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ άbƻƴ-Extensive 
wŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴέ όb9wύ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ 
$239, 360 for the purpose of 
renovating the existing 
structure and adding additional 
square footage to meet 
ODMRDD licensure 
requirements according to a 
letter from ODJFS. 

moving into a community- 
setting with peers.    
 

Fortunately for Lesli, Sara, 
Amanda and Nina,  they 
had  supportive people 
who shared their dream 
to move out and take on 
even greater 
independence.  These 
four young ladies are now 
living together in a newly 
remodeled home on 
Spruce Street, sharing 
household 
responsibilities. 

(Continued on page 2) 

An improved feature of the renovation process is a brand new 
entrance designated solely for The Paul Loffing Rainbow Wing, 
located at the rear of the nursing facility. This entrance allows for 
direct access to the twenty-bed Intermediate Care Facility for 
Mental Retardation (ICF/MR) living space without having to pass 

through the 
Wellington nursing 
home area, thereby 
providing more 
privacy for both 
environments. 
 
In 2007, CRSI won a 
bid to purchase the 
twenty, certified 
ICF/MR beds from 
the Champaign 
County 

Commissioners during the anticipated sale of the Wellington 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center to Vancrest, Ltd. of Van Wert, 
Ohio (finalized in 2008).  The agency made the bid to purchase the 
licenses in order to preserve the home and services for consumers 
and twenty-five or more jobs in Champaign County, according to 
CEO Than Johnson. The Paul Loffing Rainbow Wing, the last vestige 
of the former Champaign County Nursing Home, was later renamed 
in honor of one of its first residents who called it home. ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ άtǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ 

{ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘέ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
the SSA Dept. of 
the Shelby Co. 
Board, which 
spotlights a 
residential 
provider each 
month. This 
month, CRSI is 
honored. 
 
Many parents of 
adults with 
disabilities struggle 
with what is right 
for their children ς 
living at home with family or 

Sidney home is dream  

come true  

written by Lisa Schultz, Shelby Co. Board of MR/DD  
contributed by Chastity Wurstner, CRSI program specialist  

L-R: Lesli Davis, 

Home Manager 

Rebecca Barr, Nina 

Van Horn, (front) 

Amanda Frederick.  

UPDATE: The Ohio Senate voted unanimously to accept 
the amendments made to Senate Bill 79 in the House 
ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŦǊƻƳ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ōƻŀǊŘ 
and state agency names. Governor Strickland has stated 
publicly that he supports changing the name and is 
expected (at print deadline) to sign the bill.  
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Living independently  

by Linda Smith 

 

Lesli, Sara, Amanda and Nina 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ά�D�����]�����]�����t���]�À���Œ�_��
services which are funded by 
federal, state and local dollars. 
These waiver services, also known 
ŀǎ ά�/�v���]�À�]���µ���o���K�‰�š�]�}�v���t���]�À���Œ�•�_, 
allow individuals who meet certain 
criteria to live in  
their own home and receive 
services.  
 

The ladies are quite responsible 
and want to earn a paycheck, pay 
rent, clean their home, make 
meals, and shop in the community 
for food and 
clothing.  A 
common 
misconception 
about the waiver is 
that it pays rent, 
food, utilities, and 
other living 
expenses, but Lesli, 
Sara, Nina, and 
Amanda equally 
share these 
expenses.   
 

What a waiver 
does pay for is support staff to 
assist them in living 
independently; and the ladies 
knew they needed help with 
budgeting their money and paying 
bills, home maintenance and 
upkeep and transportation to the 
places they wanted to go. 

Dream Home 
Continued from page 1) 

 

 

The ladies interviewed several 
agencies but especially liked 
Champaign Residential Services.  
 

CRSI encouraged 
each of the ladies 
to participate in 
all the home 
decisionsς from 
choosing their 
own bedroom - 
to the color of 
paint - to the 
home furnishings 
and decorations.    
 
Chastity 
Wurstner, 
program specialist 

for CRSI, smiled as 
she shared this 
about the Spruce 
IƻƳŜΤ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ 
ladies never sit 
still.  Their families 

worked hard to help them make 
this house their home and they, 
in turn, are working hard to 
keep their home nice. These 
young, vibrant women like to be 
on the go and out in the 
community so our home staff 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ 

Top: Sara Mestemaker at home in 

her bedroom.  

 

Above: Well-�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���³�G�U�H�D�P�´����
home of Lesli, Amanda, Sara and 

Nina on Spruce St., Sidney. 

Marysville: When Eva Hall 
found herself the recipient 
of some additional Social 
Security, she purchased 
her own mobile home. 
 
CRSI provides support 
services for Eva; and with 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ 5{tΩǎ tƘȅƭƭƛǎ 
Hoffman and Joann Cook, 
Eva has managed to buy 
her mobile home at a 
negotiated price. They also 
helped to lock-in her lot 
rental for four years at 
about half the normal rate. 
Both Hoffman and Cook 
are like family to Eva and 
treat her as part of their 
own. They have taken her 
shopping for new  

Oakland II Renovations  

 

Urbana: Oakland II, owned 
by Home Options (a non-
profit housing corp.) and 
home to three gentlemen 
who receive support services 
from CRSI, is in the beginning 
stages of renovations, 
according to Home Manager 
Gerry Marenberg. New 

windows, siding, electrical and exhaust systems, wall coverings 
and carpet, decking and railings are a few of the planned 
improvements scheduled to be completed this summer. 

furniture and have 
secured a shed at no 
cost where Eva can 
keep her outdoor tools 

and storage items.  
Hoffman and Cook have 
ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜŜƴ άŘǊŜŀƳ 
ŎŀǘŎƘŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ 9Ǿŀ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ 
begins her independent 
living arrangement with 
the support of 
dedicated CRSI staff. 


